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stricter methods of administration now being in-
troduced, the Government will be able to follow
the excellent example set by the Administration
in Burma and prepare an official estimate of the
number of slaves held by the tribes, as the first step
towards bringing about complete abolition- In
Kassala, the Lahawiin tribe are the principal owners
of slaves. Most of these slaves were originally
brought in from Abyssinia, but no one can say how
many slaves are held by this tribe and its neigh-
bours. One hopeful development in the Sudan is
that, side by side with administrative activity to(
check slavery, there is proceeding an economic^
development which is certain to make healthy in-
roads into the practice of slave-owning wherever it
obtains* This economic development is due to the
establishment of the cotton-growing industry.
There is on the cotton fields a great demand for
free labour. The natives of the Sudan are begin-
ning to realise that once they can secure employ-
ment in the cotton-growing plantations, they become
really free. The news of this freedom in the Sudan
is beginning to filter through the northern parts
of Abyssinia, with consequences which may soon
become far-reaching.
But to understand what is happening in the
Sudan, we must go back nearly forty years to the
terrible rule of the Mahdi, under whose brutal
sway slavery in every form flourished to an alarm-
ing extent. There was thus at that period a com-